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DECEMBER 23, 2007 

FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
 

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 22 
  5:00 p.m.  Louis Bonetti 
 
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 23 
  7:00 a.m.  Deceased Members of the Topper and 
                         McDevitt Families 
  8:30 a.m.  Bette, Ben and Tom Smith 
10:00 a.m.  Irene and Joseph Sokoloski 
11:30 a.m.  Daniel Stevenson 
 
MONDAY, DECEMBER 24 (CHRISTMAS EVE) 
  8:30 a.m.  Katherine and John Beaver 
  4:00 p.m.  Karen Keenan Henry 
  5:30 p.m.  Richard Lombardo 
  8:00 p.m.  Deceased Members of the Houpt Family 
 12:00 a.m.  Logan Walsh and Family 
 
TUESDAY, DECEMBER 25 (CHRISTMAS DAY) 
  7:00 a.m.  Alice and Sam Weikel 
  9:00 a.m.  Benjamin Maggio 
11:00 a.m.  Josephine Piraino 
  
WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 26 
  8:30 a.m.  James Conwell 
   
THURSDAY, DECEMBER 27 
  8:30 a.m.  Frank and Mary Bubel 
 
FRIDAY, DECEMBER 28  
  8:30 a.m.  Anna Manuel Weber 
 
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 29 
  8:00 a.m.  Joseph McCorriston 
  5:00 p.m.  Lawrence Hoag 
 
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 30 
  7:00 a.m.  Edward Moor 
  8:30 a.m.  Margaret Elwood 
10:00 a.m.  Franklin Coughlin 
11:30 a.m.  Evelyn Cianfaro 
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It’s not too late to purchase lottery tickets.  Perhaps you need 
a last minute gift.  They are available downstairs after Mass.   
 

 
RESPECT FOR LIFE BRIEFS 

The Lord offers the gift of children, seen as a blessing and a 
grace, a sign of life that continues and of the history of 
salvation extending to new stages.  (Pope Benedict XVI) 
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is offering  Christmas ornaments of the Church for sale.  
These beautiful crystal clear acrylic ornaments are laser 
engraved with a photo of the Church and hung on a 
decorative ribbon.  They are available before and after 
Masses downstairs or by contacting Trisha Blasi at 
610.566.0893.  The cost is $8.00 each or two for $15.00.  
They make wonderful Christmas gifts. 
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Would like to thank everyone who purchased gift cards 
through our scrip program this holiday season.  Remember, 
we order scrip monthly from September through June, so 
please keep us in mind when shopping year round. 
 
GOOD NEWS FROM ST. FRANCIS DE SALES 

SCHOOL 
The Christmas spirit is alive in the halls of our school.  The 
students focused on all aspects of generosity this Advent 
season.  In addition to becoming more generous of heart, they 
reached out financially to people in need.  Grades K-4 
donated baby items to Catholic Social Service.  Grades 5-8 
collected over $800 for a family who were living in a shelter.  
Christmas Day will find them in a house with presents and 
gift cards.  The student government representatives shopped 
at Boscov’s.  We thank Boscov’s  for their generosity in 
making their own donations for this family. 
 
Christmas cards and letters were made by each grade and sent 
to soldiers in Texas, Washington and Iraq.  The students 
remember them and all our soldiers in prayer. 
 

PLANNED GIVING  
Giving a financial gift to the Church could reward you 

financially as well. 
“The Gift of a Lifetime ” 

Invest in the Future of 
St. Francis de Sales Parish and School 

Charitable Gift Annuity  
Guaranteed Income to you and your spouse for life. 

Tax Benefits 
Bequests 

Gift of Cash – Securities – Property 
Tax Benefits 

And other ways to support a Catholic Way of Life 
 

The pension protection Act of 2006 permits a new tactic 
regarding charitable contributions for some taxpayers 

For more information, please review the IRS website: 
www.irs.gov/charities/article/0,,id=161145,00.htm 
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Emily Miccarelli,  Brenda Cimabue, George Ireland, Jeanette 
Eusden, Stan Harmon, Stanley Pazinski, Michael 
Masciantonio, Maureen Costello, Jessica Marcy, Nanette 
Long, Vincent Strollo, Glen Valuck, Shirley Smith, Fran 
Lawler, Jackie Novak, Dominick Romeo, Betty Hutton, Gus 
Modica, Beatrice Baker, Sean Dever, Ken Farrell, Mary 
Zoellner,  Anne Marie Saia, Catherine Jachetti and Bob 
Rosato.    If you wish to have a family member added to our 
list to be remembered in prayers, please contact the rectory 
office. 
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Please pray for all who have been welcomed into the 
happiness of eternal life, especially Michael Gallen, brother 
of Mrs. Barbara Myers.  
 
 

CHRISTMAS MEDITATION 
Jesus became a child 

so that you could become a full mature human being. 
He was wrapped in swaddling cloths 

so that you could be unraveled 
from the meshes of death 

He came on earth 
so that you could live beneath the stars. 
There was no place for Him in the inn 

so that there could be many dwelling places 
for you in heaven. 

He was rich, 
but He became poor for us. 
His poverty is our riches, 

and His weakness is our strength. 
He is poor for us, 

but in Himself He is rich. 
You can see Him 

lying there in swaddling cloths, 
but what you cannot see 
is that He is God’s Son. 

 
     St. Ambrose 

 
 
 

THE LUCKY LOTTERY WINNERS FOR LAST WEEK 
ARE AS FOLLOWS: 
Dec.  10      #884  Unsold                                 $   -- 
Dec.  11      #327  Cheryl Vogel                         35.00              
Dec.  12      #347  Sue Lawler                            35.00             
Dec.  13      #248  John Ellmore                         35.00                                     
Dec.  14      #995  Unsold                                      --                   
Dec.  15      #585  Susan MacDonald                 50.00                                      
Dec.  16      #812  Andy Gusler                          75.00   
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Dear Parishioners of St. Francis de Sales, 
  
 Thank you very much to the many parishioners who 
have sent Christmas greetings, gifts, and goodies to the 
convent and rectory.  We appreciate your thinking of us and 
assure you that you are remembered gratefully in our prayers. 
 A few weeks before Thanksgiving I was leaving a 
local store when I was approached by a young man standing 
at a table holding a display for Toys for Tots.  I’m ashamed to 
say that my first thought was an irritated “here it goes and it’s 
not even Thanksgiving yet!”  Driving home I began to think 
of our own Church bulletin at that time and the number of 
appeals we had for different needs and groups.  I wondered to 
myself, “Where does it end?”  In all honesty I had to admit 
the answer was, “It doesn’t end.”  Being a Christian means it 
never ends.  Our concern for one another can never end.  Our 
charity toward others can never end.  Our responsibility for 
each other can never end.  It just doesn’t end.  Ever. 
 The outpouring of generosity from the people of this 
parish to those less fortunate is phenomenal.  Your goodness 
is especially evident during the holidays.  I can’t begin to list 
the number of causes, groups, families and individuals who 
are on the receiving end of your endless generosity.  On 
behalf of those many grateful people, I thank you.  “Thank 
you” to the senior citizens on fixed income who bought gifts 
for the residents at Fair Acres.  “Thank you” to the servers 
who gave their tips for serving funerals to buy presents for a 
needy family.  “Thank you” to those who willingly answered 
a plea from families who will have a family member 
deployed to Iraq.  “Thank you” to the Ladies’ Club, the 
school and CCD and so many other individuals who dropped 
off gift cards and food store scrip.  Thank you one and all! 
 You may ask, “Who did we help?”  We constantly 
use the term “brothers and sisters in Christ.”  Well, that’s 
who you helped – your brothers and sisters in Christ.  They’re 
not strangers.  Sure, you’ve never seen them, maybe you 
never will.  But, they’re not strangers.  You just don’t know 
their names.  They are people just like you and me – our 
brothers and sisters in Christ. 
 May God bless you and yours with a Holy and 
Happy Christmas. 
 
    Have a good week, 
    Father Colagreco  
  

 
 
 

OUR WEEKLY OFFERING 
December 9 

Sunday Collection - $11,878.00 
Retirement Fund for Religious - $2,961.00 

December 16 
Sunday Collection - $9,604.00 
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